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ELIZABETH –  An Elizabeth

gang member was sentenced to a

45 year prison term for killing a

man he thought had insulted

him, according to the Union

County Prosecutor’s Office. 

Juan Jose Castillo, 23, was

convicted of first-degree murder

after a 10-day trial in September.

He stabbed Manuel Rodriguez to

death after a confrontation at the

El Quixote Bar in Elizabeth on

Sept. 25, 2005. Officials said

that he was a member of the vio-

lent Mara Salvatrucha gang.

Rodriguez bumped into Castil-

lo on the way out of the bath-

room.

“A short time later, the two

began yelling at each other

across the bar and the defendant

flashed a hand signal that bar-

tenders recognized as a gang

sign,” said Assistant Union

County Prosecutor James Don-

nelly, who tried the case in Supe-

rior Court in Elizabeth.

Castillo was thrown out of the

bar. He then waited outside for

Rodriguez. When the bar emp-

tied out at 2:45 a.m., Castillo

stabbed Rodriguez twice in the

chest, puncturing Rodriguez’s

heart. He died en route to the

hospital.

When Castillo was captured

six months later, he initially

denied being the attacker. Later

he said that he had been drunk.

Judge Stuart Peim said that

Castillo’s sentence took into

account that he waited for

Rodriguez to leave the bar

before killing him. Castillo again

blamed intoxication for his

actions as he had during the trial.

Castillo must serve 85 percent

of his sentence – over 38 years –

before becoming eligible for

parole, officials said.

“This was gang violence, pure

and simple,” said Union County

Prosecutor Theodore

Romankow, urging people to

report crime in their neighbor-

hoods. “The sooner we can iden-

tify gang members and get them

off the streets, the better. No

family should have to endure the

brutal and unnecessary death of

a loved one. There is no place for

vicious gang members in our

cities or society.”

Gang Member Sentenced To 45 Years For Killing

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH—Four young women were honored as Benedictine Academy’s stu-
dents of the month for October at a November assembly at the Elizabeth school. The four earned
recognition for their academic and all-around achievements. Pictured from left to right are sopho-
more Arielle Figueredo of Union; junior Diane Araujo of Newark; senior Tara Johnson of Elizabeth;
and freshman Melanie Achariam of Elizabeth.

STATE—New Jersey motorists

will pay more to travel along the

New Jersey Turnpike and Garden

State Parkway as toll increases

long sought by Gov. Jon Corzine

have finally taken effect.

The cost of an average 22-mile

Turnpike trip will go up to $1.70

from $1.25. One-way tolls on the

Parkway will go to 50 cents from

35 cents.

The governor originally wanted

to sell off the toll roads in a com-

plicated scheme that would have

brought in up to $40 billion in

cash, created new state debt to

fund transportation projects and

paid off some older bond notes.

To do that, Corzine planned to

increase tolls 50 percent in 2010,

2014, 2018 and 2022, and use the

proceeds to guarantee profits for

investors over 75 years. 

Toll increases would increase

every four years after 2022, to

reflect inflation until 2085. 

Sen. Raymond Lesniak, who

originated Corzine’s toll scheme,

said part of the 2022 increase

could be eliminated by raising the

state’s 14.5 cents per gallon gas

tax by 10 cents now and five cents

in 2013. 

State taxpayers spent $887,000

dollars — for a study by British

transportation consultants Steer

Davies Gleave — to justify

Corzine’s plan to increase tolls by

more than 700 %. Public opposi-

tion derailed that plan before it

was introduced in the Legislature.

Experts argued over whether

some drivers would vote with

their steering wheels by avoiding

toll roads, at least for a little while.

“There are those who are so

turned off by the cost of living in

New Jersey, that will keep them

off the (toll) road,” said David

Weinstein, AAA MidAtlantic

spokesperson. “You’ll see some

clogged local roads, and some

state roads will be bumper to

bumper for a while.”

Joe Orlando, a spokesperson for

the New Jersey Turnpike Authori-

ty, which operates both roads, dis-

agrees. “We’re not expecting a

great deal of diversion and, if

drivers were to divert, we expect

they’ll come back for the conven-

ience.”

Corzine Gets His Wish
Motorists Pay Higher Tolls
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HOLIDAYS
SCOTCH PLAINS • Advent

Festival • Dec. 6 from 4-7 p.m.

– Willow Grove Presbyterian

Church, 1961 Raritan Rd., will

host an Advent Festival. Enjoy

an array of activities including

crafting Christmas ornaments

called Chrismons, singing

Christmas carols, making your

own Advent wreath and ginger-

bread house and enjoying a pizza

dinner. Build memories with

your children as we gather

together for Willow Grove’s

Annual family Christmas cele-

bration. The cost is $5 per person

(family maximum of $15).

Reservations by Dec. 1 are

appreciated, but not required.

Call the church office weekdays

at 908-232-5678 or e-mail

info@willowgrovechurch.org.

RAHWAY • Victorian Christ-

mas • Dec. 6 and 13 from 6-9

p.m. – Experience a Victorian

Christmas, featuring music by

Linda Russell, at the Merchants

and Drovers Tavern Museum,

1632 St. Georges Ave. Take a

candlelight tour of the museum,

which has been decorated for the

holidays. There will be food,

drink, costumed musicians and

more. No reservations needed.

Admission: $8 adults, $5 mem-

bers, $3 students. For more infor-

mation, call 732-381-0441.

CLARK • Widows Or Widow-

ers Christmas Extravaganza •

Dec. 11 from 6-11 p.m.—The

Middlesex East and Woodbridge

Chapters of Widows Or Widow-

ers will hold their 13th annual

Christmas Extravaganza at the

Gran Centurions, Madison Hill

Road. Music by Joe Caroselli

Trio. Tickets $39 per person. For

tickets and information, call 732-

727-1410 or 732-381-3255.

SUMMIT • Celtic Holiday

Concert • Dec. 20 at 2 & 8 p.m.

– Central Presbyterian Church,

70 Maple St., will host The Pipes

of Christmas, a Celtic holiday

concert. Featured performers

include  Andrew Weir from the

film “Braveheart,” Celtic Harpist

Jennifer Port from Golspie, Scot-

land, Scottish Country Dance

trio - Local Hero, the Solid Brass

ensemble, and the Kevin Ray

Blandford Memorial Pipe Band

of Redlands, CA. For informa-

tion, call (908)

273-3509 or visit

www.pipesofchristmas.com.

RAHWAY • Christmas Con-

cert • Dec. 21 at 5 p.m. —

Morning Star Community Chris-

tian Center presents “Christmas

With The Star VII Concert” at

the Union County Performing

Arts Center 1601 Irving Street.

Worship Service 10 a.m.; Christ-

mas Concert 5 p.m. For more

information: (908) 925-7979 ext.

6

RAHWAY • Gala New Year’s

Eve Dinner Dance • Dec. 31

from 6:45 p.m. – 1 a.m.—St.

Thomas the Apostle Byzantine

Catholic Church Men’s Organi-

zation will host a Gala New

Year’s Eve Dinner Dance. Cock-

tail hour with hot and cold hors’

d’oeuvres; sit-down prime rib or

chicken dinner; open bar from 8

p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Music by

Bernie’s Orchestra. Tickets are

$70 per person. For information

and tickets call Deacon Charles

or Maryann Laskowski at 908-

518-0107.

BLOOD DRIVES
ELIZABETH • Blood Drive •

Dec. 7 from 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

– St. Genevieve R.C. Church,

200 Monmouth Rd., will host a

blood drive. For questions of

medical eligibility or to make an

appointment to donate blood at

your sponsoring blood drive, call

1-800-933-BLOOD (2566).

RAHWAY • Blood Drive • Dec.

21 from 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. – St.

Mary’s Church, 244 Central

Ave., will host a blood drive. For

questions of medical eligibility

or to make an appointment to

donate blood at your sponsoring

blood drive, call 1-800-933-

BLOOD (2566).

CRANFORD • Blood Drive •

Dec. 23 from 2:30 – 8 p.m. –

The Cranford Community Cen-

ter, 220 Walnut Ave., will host a

blood drive. For questions of

medical eligibility or to make an

appointment to donate blood at

your sponsoring blood drive, call

1-800-933-BLOOD (2566).

CLARK • Blood Drive • Dec.

23 from 2-7:30 p.m. – The Clark

Volunteer Emergency Squad,

875 Raritan Road, will host a

blood drive. For questions of

medical eligibility or to make an

appointment to donate blood at

your sponsoring blood drive, call

1-800-933-BLOOD (2566).

ELIZABETH • Blood Drive •

Dec. 28 from noon – 5:30 p.m.

– Jersey Gardens Outlet Mall,

651 Kapkowski Road, will host a

blood drive. For questions of

medical eligibility or to make an

appointment to donate blood at

your sponsoring blood drive, call

1-800-933-BLOOD (2566).

ELIZABETH • Blood Drive •

Dec. 30 from 1:30 – 7 p.m. –

The JEC, 330 Elmora Ave., will

host a blood drive. For questions

of medical eligibility or to make

an appointment to donate blood

at your sponsoring blood drive,

call 1-800-933-BLOOD (2566).

HEALTHY LIVING
SCOTCH PLAINS • Medical

Qi-Gong Course • Dec. 6 from

10:30-noon – Willow Grove

Presbyterian Church, 1961 Rari-

tan Road, will offer a Medical

Qi-Gong course of meditation

imagery. Following the class,

light refreshments will be pro-

vided. Late arrivals will not be

admitted. For more information,

call 908-232-5678 or e-mail

info@willowgrovechurch.org.

ELIZABETH • Advance Care

Planning Workshop • Dec. 19

from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.—Sr.

Mary Corrigan, director of pas-

toral care, will present “Advance

Care Planning:  Your Decision

Counts” at the Trinitas Regional

Medical Center’s Physician’s

Conference Room, 210

Williamson Street.

MARKETS
CLARK • Holiday Flea Mar-

ket & Gift Show • Dec. 6 from

9-5 p.m. – Clark UNICO will

sponsor a holiday flea market

and gift show at Arthur L. John-

son High School, 365 Westfield

Ave. For information, call 201-

998-1144.

RAHWAY • Holiday Craft and

New Items Bazaar • Dec. 6

from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.—The

Board of Deacons of Second

Presbyterian Church, 1221 New

Brunswick Ave. presents a Holi-

day Craft and New Items Bazaar.

Vendors are wanted. For more

information, cal Ilanda at 732-

382-6193.

SPRINGFIELD • Holiday

Record Expo • Dec. 7 from 10

a.m. -  4 p.m. – Greater New Jer-

sey Record Shows presents the

Holiday Record Expo at Holiday

Inn on Route 22 West, featuring

music for the whole family.

RAHWAY • Flea Market &

Craft Sale • Dec. 13 from 9

a.m. – 3 p.m.—St. Thomas the

Apostle Byzantine Catholic
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Individual choices can

have an impact on global

climate change. Reducing

your family’s heat-trapping

emissions does not mean

forgoing modern conven-

iences; it means making

smart choices and using energy-efficient products, which

may require an additional investment up front, but often

pay you back in energy savings within a couple of years. 

Since Americans’ per capita emissions of heat-trapping

gases is 5.6 tons—more than double the amount of west-

ern Europeans—we can all make choices that will greatly

reduce our families’ global warming impact.

Personal Solution of the Week 
Plant a tree.
You can also make a difference in your own backyard.

Get a group in your neighborhood together and contact

your local arborist or urban forester about planting trees on

private property and public land. In addition to storing car-

bon, trees planted in and around urban areas and resi-

dences can provide much-needed shade in the summer,

reducing energy bills and fossil fuel use.

Globa l
Warming
Corner

(continued on page...6)



SCOTCH PLAINS—In these

days when you are viewing pag-

eants and receiving cards that

tell the Christmas story, chal-

lenge yourself and join in at the

Willow Grove Church Adult

Forum to learn what parts of the

traditional story really appear in

the Bible.  Discover more of the

Middle Eastern culture into

which Jesus was born.

What about the word we trans-

late inn?  Where were the stable

and manger located, out behind

the inn?  No, most Middle East-

ern peasant homes were

designed so that the ground floor

area just inside the door was

used as a place to keep the fam-

ily livestock at night.  The peo-

ple in the house lived in an adja-

cent single room build a few feet

higher.  This arrangement had

two advantages:  Families could

clean by sweeping everything

down into the “stable,” and nich-

es were cut into the edge of the

platform to be filled with fodder,

the mangers of the Nativity

story.  So says Dr. Kenneth Bai-

ley, research professor of Middle

Eastern New Testament studies

at Tantur Ecumenical Institute in

Jerusalem, who was raised in the

Middle East.

On Sunday Dec. 7, 14 and 21

at 11:30 a.m., forum members

will be viewing and discussing a

video series featuring Dr. Bailey.

Bring a Christmas card or two

that embellishes the story to

share with the class.  

For more information about

Willow Grove, phone the church

office, Monday through Friday,

at 908-232-5678, e-mail

info@willowgrovechurch.org or

v i s i t

www.willowgrovechurch.org.

Willow Grove Presbyterian

Church is at 1961 Raritan Road,

across the street from the Scotch

Plains Southside Firehouse and

near the corner of South Martine

Avenue.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Interested persons are invited to
comment on the wireless telecommu-
nications facility proposed at C & T
towing and Auto Repair located at
2113 Elizabeth Avenue in Rahway,
New Jersey (T-Mobile Site # NJ-05-
770-H), and specifically on potential
effects to historic properties located at
or near this facility, if any.  The facil-
ity will consist of the construction of
a 110-foot monopole and associated
telecommunications equipment.
Comments regarding potential effects
to historic properties should be sub-
mitted to ATC Associates Inc. by
email to april.cushinotto@atcassoci-
ates.com, by mail to 3 Terri Lane,
Burlington, New Jersey 08016, or
phone, 609-386-8800 ext. 8516. 
1t...12/4/08 Fee:$18.14

RIBBON WINNING RIDERS—Kathleen Shelley, 13, and Briana Baptiste, 12, both of Summit, and

Jesse McCormick, 9, of Rahway, display ribbons earned for their first performance in a Watchung

Mounted Troop horse riding show. Shelley received a second place red ribbon for rising Hitch, Bap-

tiste captured the first place blue ribbon riding On Time, and McCormick earned a yellow ribbon third

place riding Wally. Located at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside, the Watchung Stable is cele-

brating its 75th anniversary. The stable’s goal is to provide Union County residents the opportunity

to learn how to ride horses, enhance equestrian skills or just enjoy the natural beauty of the 26 miles

of bridle trails that weave through the 2,000-acre forest preserve in the Watchung Reservation.

How Well Do You Know The
Christmas Story?

STATE—The American Civil

Liberties Union found that 196

New Jersey jurisdictions acted in

violation of federal, state and con-

stitutional laws forbidding schools

from asking for immigration sta-

tus or Social Security numbers to

register. 

The organization identified six

Union County school districts and

one charter school that acted in

violation of the law.

Garwood, Mountainside, the

Queen City Academy Charter

School in Plainfield, Rahway,

Roselle Park, Springfield, and

Summit requested information

that would reveal the immigration

status of children seeking to enroll

or their parents.

The ACLU contacted 635 pub-

lic school entities in all counties of

New Jersey to follow-up on a sim-

ilar survey conducted two years

ago, that found 58 of the 224 dis-

tricts surveyed required proof of a

child’s immigration status. 

“Two years after our first survey

of schools, we’ve found the same

problems, and in many cases, in

the same schools,” said Seeratan.

“Many of New Jersey’s children

won’t have equal access to an edu-

cation unless schools follow the

law and treat all students equally.”

A 2004 Pew Hispanic Center

study found that Latinos in New

Jersey were the most likely to feel

that discrimination in school inter-

fered with their ability to succeed

in this country.

“Every child in New Jersey has

a right to an education,” said Deb-

orah Jacobs, ACLU-NJ executive

director. “It’s in our best interests

as a society for all children to be

educated.”

“New Jersey, as one of the most

diverse states in the nation, has a

special obligation to make sure all

children, from every background

and walk of life, can have a solid

education,” said Jacobs.

NJ Schools Violate Laws

FLORHAM PARK—The holi-

day shopping season has officially

begun, bringing with it mall park-

ing lots filled with holiday shop-

pers.  The increased amount of

traffic in and around shopping

mall parking lots can result in

fender benders and possible

injuries.

“People already know to be

concerned about safety on road-

ways, but they tend to forget to be

alert in parking lots,” said Michele

Mount, director of public affairs

for the AAA New Jersey Automo-

bile Club.  According to the Insur-

ance Institute for Highway Safety,

nearly 20 percent of all collisions

resulting in damage claims occur

in parking lots.  

The AAA New Jersey Automo-

bile Club offers the following tips

to help motorists navigate parking

lots safely and make better deci-

sions to protect their cars and

themselves:

• Head for the side door. At the

mall, everyone wants to park close

to the stores, especially near the

main entrance.  Most malls have

secondary entrances with less traf-

fic and more convenient spaces, so

drivers should try to park there.

• Learn to play the outfield.
Outlying areas traditionally have

more spaces, lighter traffic and a

lower collision risk.  Drivers

should be aware that some outly-

ing spaces are a foot narrower

than their more convenient coun-

terparts, so using them could

result in a dinged door or present

difficulty pulling in and out.

• Dock alongside an island.
Besides helping control traffic

flow, islands can provide protec-

tion to the front and sides of the

car.  For that reason, parking spots

alongside an island are prime real

estate.

• Put yourself in the pole posi-
tion. Parking in front of a light

pole can help protect cars from

inattentive drivers who pull too far

into their spot and hit the vehicle’s

front bumper.  The lighted spots

also offer better security and since

the parking lot section numbers

are often posted on them, cars

parked by them are easier to

locate.

• See and be seen. Use head-

lights when scouring parking

garages for spaces, even during

the ay.  The use of headlights

increases the visibility of the car,

especially when coming around

turns.  Research shows that, even

in the daytime, keeping headlights

on reduce the crash risk.

“The holidays are a busy time

for everyone, but drivers need to

remember that when they’re

behind the wheel, their focus

should be on driving - regardless

of weather they are on the high-

way or in a parking lot,” says

Mount.

AAA Offers Holiday Season Parking Lot Survival Tips
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RAHWAY—Here are some

Christmas and winter memo-

ries from former Rahway resi-

dent Charles Knight, a member

of Rahway High School class

of 1965: “Diane, My best

memories of Christmas in Rah-

way were the candlelight serv-

ices held on Christmas Eve at

First Presbyterian  Church on

Grand Avenue. It’s a wonder

we didn’t burn the old place

down, and I seriously doubt

they continue the tradition

today. The choir, the ambience

of the candlelit cathedral and

the connection to the ‘Reason

for the Season’, will forever

live in my memories of Rah-

way.

“Snow was a bonus, and we

did have a few Christmas Eves

when snow fell. One I remem-

ber in particular—I was about

10—looking out my second

story bedroom waiting for

Santa with my sister Cindy—

she was three.  We knelt on the

bed for hours looking out,

occasionally opening the win-

dow just enough to touch the

new fallen snow. 

“But I do remember wash-

ing my car one Christmas Day

in 60 degree weather as well.

Back in the day—the 50s and

early 60s—downtown Rahway

was a wonderful place to be at

Christmas time. The town and

stores were all decorated, and

the streets were crowded with

shoppers and kids, especially

Cherry Street. It seemed as

though everyone in town, was

in town, bundled up and walk-

ing the streets. Everyone knew

everyone.

“It may be hard to believe

today, but carolers and Salva-

tion Army Santa Claus’ were

part of downtown Rahway

Christmas Days gone by. Hot

chocolate, French fries and a

hamburger at Sweedes on

Main next to Mark Harris’

topped off the day. Rahway

was quite a place back in the

day.”

Here are a few 1980s winter

memories of Rahway from

Derron Palmer: “I remember

paying 35 cents for Saturday

afternoon roller skating during

the winter months at Franklin

School and ice skating on the

frozen water at Greenfield

Pond.”

A Rahway winter memory

from Patty DeLeo Gwozdz, a

member of Rahway High

School class of 1966: “My

friends and I ice skated at Rah-

way Park in the winter.”

LINDEN-This is from a

1954 Christmas ad for Gor-

don’s Distilled London Dry

Gin, Linden N.J.: “There’s No

Gift Like Gordon’s” “There’s

No Gin Like Gordon’s”

Remembering
ThePAST

by Diane Norek Harrison
dianenorekharrison@juno.com
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The Illustrated History of Union County is available at all bookstores and online at Barnes and Noble
and Amazon.com. All proceeds will join the fund for the restoration of the historic 18th Century
“Aunt Betty” Frazee house in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
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SUNDAY,         Nov. 23

Mid-Day  . . . . .5 2 1  . . . . . . . . . .3 1 4 7
Evening  . . . . .1 1 4  . . . . . . . . . .8 2 1 4
MONDAY,        Nov. 24

Mid-Day  . . . . .5 2 1  . . . . . . . . . .6 8 4 2
Evening  . . . . .5 9 7  . . . . . . . . . .1 9 1 1
TUESDAY,       Nov. 25

Mid-Day  . . . . .7 7 8  . . . . . . . . . .9 4 4 3
Evening  . . . . .1 4 1  . . . . . . . . . .6 5 6 9
WEDNESDAY,  Nov. 26

Mid-Day  . . . . .1 3 4  . . . . . . . . . .4 7 8 6
Evening  . . . . .6 9 1  . . . . . . . . . .8 2 6 2
THURSDAY,     Nov. 27

Mid-Day  . . . . .4 1 7  . . . . . . . .0 5 1 5
Evening  . . . . .7 1 0  . . . . . . . . . .9 9 2 2
FRIDAY,           Nov. 28

Mid-Day  . . . . .0 3 5  . . . . . . . . . .0 8 1 7
Evening  . . . . .0 2 7  . . . . . . . . . .4 9 2 3
SATURDAY,     Nov. 29

Mid-Day  . . . . .4 8 4  . . . . . . . . . .3 3 0 4
Evening  . . . . .1 7 5  . . . . . . . . . .1 7 8 8

SUNDAY, Nov. 23

 . . .12 20 31 33 34
MONDAY , Nov. 24

 . . .03 04 19 37 38
TUESDAY , Nov. 25

 . . .04 21 25 31 40
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 26

 . . .10 12 33 34 35
THURSDAY,    Nov. 27

 . . .05 13 18 28 33
FRIDAY, Nov. 28

 . . .03 06 17 19 23
SATURDAY,    Nov. 29

 . . .02 14 18 31 39

WINNING PICK-3 WINNING PICK-4 J E R S E Y C A S H - 5

TUESDAY, Nov. 25

02 11 22 51 52 / 46  
FRIDAY,    Nov. 28

10 30 44 46 48 / 44  

M E G A M I L L I O N S  W i n n i n g  N u m b e r s

W I N N I N G  P I C K - 6  N u m b e r s

MONDAY, Nov. 24

03 16 25 27 30 45
THURSDAY, Nov. 27

10 11 15 22 29 48
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Lottery results provided by CMD Media
week o f :  11/23/08 – 11/29/08

“Girls Going Places” Conference Teaches Business Savvy
UNION—Northeast Plan-

ning Corporation (NEPC) of

Cranford sponsored and hosted

yet another successful Girls

Going Places (GGP) Entrepre-

neurship Conference on Nov.

19 held at Kean University.

The second annual event

hosted approximately 105 high

school students from various

schools in more than 10 towns

in Union County.  Twenty-eight

women business owners and

professionals coming from

diversified fields served as

mentors of the girls. 

“We are so excited about

sponsoring and hosting this

wonderful event.  As a finan-

cial services firm here in NJ we

understand the importance of

giving back to the community

and the opportunity of helping

young women understand what

financial independence truly is.

It ties in so well with what

NEPC strives for with so many

of our clients.  It is such a nat-

Northeast Planning Corporation of Cranford hosted the second

annual Girls Going Places Conference at Kean University on

Nov. 19. Pictured above, mentor Patty Anthony of the JFK Neu-

rological Center leads participants as they play the Hot Company

Board Game during the conference.

(continued on page...5)

(continued on page...5)



ural fit,” Steven Ferrara, NEPC

CEO explained.

With The Guardian Life

Insurance Company of Ameri-

ca (Guardian) as visionary

sponsor, the conference is

designed to mentor and educate

young women ages 12 to18

about entrepreneurship and

financial independence and

give local women in business a

platform to share ideas and

business experience Using a

non-traditional approach out-

side of the classroom setting,

the girls played “Hot Compa-

ny” board game that introduced

them to the advantages and

challenges of owning and run-

ning a business. They also had

a chance to interview the men-

tors who shared their life and

business experiences, from

their challenges to their career

paths, the girls parted with

great information.

Sadiyya Baskerville of Hill-

side High School said, “The

ability to ask any questions to

women leaders about their

career or what they have

accomplished and how they got

to where they are now, was

inspiring.” 

Furthermore, an activity

called “Budget Savvy” gave

the girls a “real life” look at

how to prepare a budget

through creating an outline of

their earnings from their possi-

ble career choice and factor in

the costs of living and expens-

es, to get a true feeling of what

it is to manage their finances

properly. 

“We hope that by giving

these girls an opportunity to

interact with these women

achievers and accomplished

entrepreneurs, we will empow-

er them to follow in their foot-

steps and create successful

women-owned and managed

businesses of the future,” said

Pat Comforti, NEPC Director

of Agency Growth and Devel-

opment and GGP Team Leader.
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“Girls Going Places” Conference Teaches Business Savvy

Remember ice skating at

Wheeler Park?

Have winter or Christmas

memories or past material for

my 2009 columns? It’s never

too early to send me any holi-

day past information of the

towns listed below.
If you have your own memories

or past material for Clark, Eliza-
beth, Linden or Rahway you can
email me at
dianenorekharrison@juno.com or
send copies of your material to me
c/o CMD Media, 1139 East Jersey
Street, Suite 503, Elizabeth NJ
07201.

(continued from page...4)
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(continued from page...4)

Jett Sent To
Mail Room
UNION COUNTY—

Soon after he reported on

widespread nepotism in

Union Township, a reporter

at the state’s largest newspa-

per found himself sorting

mail.

Star-Ledger staff reporter

Jason Jett authored stories

about residents, political

campaigns, crimes and inves-

tigations, township council

meetings and a host of other

local issues concerning

Union County.

According to Joe Strupp, a

former Elizabeth Daily Jour-
nal reporter who now writes

for the journalism trade pub-

lication Editor & Publisher,

Jett and Star-Ledger assistant

deputy photo editor Mitchell

Seidel have been reassigned

to the Newark newspaper’s

mail room.

The reassignment is most

unusual since the Star-
Ledger newsroom lost 151 of

its 330 news correspondents

in a recent staff reduction

(continued on page...15)



If a reincarnated Aesop were

inclined to pen a parable about

the Holocaust, odds are it would

resemble “The Boy in the

Striped Pajamas.”  The story of

an eight-year-old German boy,

circa 1943, whose father is pro-

moted to commandant of a con-

centration camp, its triumph is in

how it dissects so monumental a

tragedy with such simplicity.  

On the surface the military

family—a mom, dad, sis and

bro, doing what families do—

seems blissfully unaware of its

role in history. But we sense an

unspoken secret...an unnamed

complicity. Only a cast this com-

petent could relate the hypocriti-

cal dynamic that might exist

between one’s conscious and

subconscious when survival is at

issue.

Bruno doesn’t want to leave

Berlin. Here he has all his

friends. In an opening scene,

mimicking the sounds of air-

planes, they glide carelessly

through the streets. But, for only

a scant second, the aviator dis-

cerns hubbub and anxiety in a

housing court he passes. We

know they are rounding up Jews.

He can’t quite identify the dis-

may he sees. 

Anyway, he is assured he’ll

make new friends, which essen-

tially shapes the film’s ironic

plot. For after arriving at the

gray, concrete estate, he wonders

if there’ll be kids to play with at

the nearby farm. “Farm?” ques-

tions his mom, excellently por-

trayed by Vera Farmiga. It’s

never named. But, by its number

of crematoriums, we know it’s

Auschwitz. 

The commandant, exacted

with skilled temper by journey-

man David Thewlis, had guaran-

teed Mother that “it” was at least

a couple kilometers away.

Nonetheless, Bruno can see it

from his bedroom. Of course the

subsequently boarded-up win-

dow won’t deter this born

explorer. His curiosity is further

piqued by an incident with a

kitchen helper.  

His parents away, Bruno falls

from the tire swing. In need of

first aid and a calming voice, he

is attended to by the ashen

“farmer” Pavel (David Hay-

man), heretofore only a potato

peeler. Bandaging the knee, the

servant assures it will be fine.

But Bruno rails, “How do you

know? You’re not a doctor.”

Pavel informs, yes he is. That’s

our first tear. 

Others will ultimately follow

en masse, yet never gratuitously

caused. This script keeps its

head screwed on, rarely losing

sight of the historical, psycho-

logical and sociological lessons

it dutifully imparts. Being fair

but not sympathetic, it slowly

unravels the layers of rationali-

zation in which its principals

have wrapped themselves. Even

Bruno. 

A study in unintentional con-

tradictions, the bold child,

smartly evoked by Asa Butter-

field, eventually finds an escape

from the compound and wends

his way to the “farm.” To his sur-

prise, there, on the other side of

an electrified fence, sits a dis-

consolate little boy in striped

pajamas. 

The title character, superbly

etched by Jack Scanlon, says his

name is Shmuel, and that he

often seeks solace at the barbed

wire. “Shmuel? That’s not a

name. I’ve never heard of any-

one named that,” asserts Bruno.

Shmuel replies that he never

heard of anyone named Bruno.

All the same, ecstatic that

they’re both eight, they decide to

be friends. 

What follows is a very sensi-

tively played, emotionally

charged look at childhood under

the most unfortunate of circum-

stances. Breaking away whenev-

er he can, Bruno brings his new

pal either cakes or a sand-

wich…when he remembers.

They amuse themselves with

checkers and other games they

manage to play without being

electrocuted.  

It is preciously touching when

Shmuel, his head shaved, his

adult teeth doubtlessly delayed

by malnutrition, manages to

laugh whilst teased during a

game. Equally affecting is the

tenor of their conversations. The

awful truth hangs above them.

They know it; they don’t know

it. “The numbers, the pajamas, is

it some game you’re playing?”

asks Bruno.  

Evincing a pained look of dis-

belief, Shmuel assures no game

is afoot, and that his attire is not

a pajama. Still, he isn’t at all able

to explain why he is where he is

…except that, “I am a Jew.” At

home, a Nazi tutor regularly

drills into Bruno and his easily

brainwashed, older sister Gretel

(Amber Beattie) that Jews are

the cause of all the world’s woes.  

So it follows that Bruno’s par-

ents are nonplussed when he

inquires, “But there are good

Jews, too, aren’t there?” Previ-

ously, when asked about Pavel,

Father remarked, “Those people,

they’re not really people at all.”

Now Dad remains stolid. But

motherly instinct and a seed of

doubt awakened by her child

forces a realization in Mrs. Com-

mandant.  

It’s the beginning of the end,

for the Third Reich, for the Big

Lie and all the supporting little

lies. All of which is brutally

encapsulated in this fable’s hor-

rific but cautionary conclusion.

Poetically saying never again,

“The Boy in the Striped Paja-

mas” impresses that our very

survival as a species depends on

replacing scapegoatism with

humanism.

“The Boy in the Striped Paja-
mas,” rated PG-13, is a Miramax
Films release directed by Mark
Herman and stars Asa Butterfield,
Jack Scanlon and Vera Farmiga.
Running time: 93 minutes
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We represent the seriously injured from

auto, motorcycle, slip and fall, work related

accidents (workers’ compensation), and

medical malpractice. We also handle your

traffic tickets, DWI/DUI and 

criminal matters.

LEGAL QUESTIONS? Give us a call, it’s FREE!

arts & entertainment news

““The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas””
Dressed for Nightmares � Popcorn, Poor  � Popcorns, Fair

� Popcorns, Good  � Popcorns, Excellent

3 1/2 popcorns

POPCORN
By Michael S. Goldberger

Church will host a flea market

and craft sale at the parish center

located at 1407 St. Georges Ave.

The kitchen will be open for both

breakfast and lunch, and features

homemade ethnic specialties

such as stuffed cabbage, kielbasa

and kraut subs and pirohi, as

well as taylor ham and egg sand-

wiches. Vendors will have

unique holiday gifts, col-

lectibles, toys and household

items for sale. Many bring

antiques, handbags and jewelry

and clothing. For information

and a contract to be a vendor,

call Maryann at 908-518-0107

REUNIONS
ROSELLE • Abraham Clark

High School Class of 1976 •

Dec. 27 – The Reunion Commit-

tee of Abraham Clark High

School Class of 1976 will hold

the 50th Birthday Party Bash at

The Sphinx. Elegant buffet din-

ner, dancing, prizes and fun for

only $50 per person. For more

info, contact Denice at denice-

bradsher@optonline.net or 908-

576-8935.

RAHWAY • Rahway High

School Class of 1964 – 45 Year

Reunion – The Rahway High

School Class of 1964 is planning

a 45th year reunion in 2009.

They are trying to contact as

many 1964 graduates as possi-

ble. If you are a 1964 graduate or

know of one, contact Cliff Lenox

at deputy2487@msn.com or

732-572-2251.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(continued from page...2)

Answers to Sudoku on page...7
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CABLE/TEL, INC.

Telephone Systems Installed,
Moved or Upgraded

• Voice
• Lucent
• Data
• Comdial
• Cabling
• IVX
• AT&T

We Sell, Install & Service Telephone Systems

24 Hour Emergency Service

908-709-1670

Located in Drugg Fairr PlazaGEM
F A M I L Y

E Y E C A R E

(732) 388-0073 (732) 388-7337

Fam i l y  Owned  f o r  o v e r  50  Y r s  i n  Rahway

Sponso r edd  by
10866 St ..  Georgess  Ave . ,

Rahway,,  NJJ  07065

Donors will receive complimentary adjustment,
cleaning, tint or ultraviolet coating on their

eyeglasses.

•• PRESCRIPTIONSS F ILLEDD •• MOSTT INSURANCESS ACCEPTED
•• CONTACTT  LENSESS •• SATURDAYY && EVENINGG HOURS

•• Jayy Zinberg,, Opticiann •• Bethh Zinberg,, Optician

Please bring in a new toy for a child, on or before
Dec. 22. Ages newborn through 12 years old.
The gift will be wrapped and given to a needy
child in the community by the City of Rahway.

Gift Certificates Available
***Don’t forget to use your
“Year End Flex Benefits”

ACROSS 

1. Baby powder ingredient

5. Follows Sun.

8. John Dillinger’s girlfriend,

e.g.

12. Aroma

13. *Relating to air

14. Barbs or jeers

15. *Astrologists believe celes-

tial bodies influence it

16. Eight

17. Middle name of famous

architect

18. *Great Bear

20. Augments with great effort

21. Desired sheets

22. *The Space Shuttle has a

large payload ___

23. President of Nicaragua

26. Gun rest on old ships

30. “___ Rider” by War

31. *Solar system model

34. Seawards

35. Faulkner’s “As I Lay

_____”

37. _ __ carte

38. Print mistakes

39. Light brown

40. With hands on hips and

elbows out

42. The point opposite west

southwest

43. *Farthest planet from sun in

our solar system

45. To breed within

47. “Quantum of Solace” pro-

tagonist

48. An indulgence, as in shop-

ping

50. Precedes “aahs”

52. *The Hubble was one of the

largest

56. What “12 Angry Men” tried

to do

57. Female gamete

58. Operatic solo

59. “_____ a bad hand”

60. Boundary line

61. *It gathers and focuses light

in a telescope

62. Computer maker Michael

63. Sis’ sibling

64. Tiny piece of anything

DOWN

1. Vegan’s protein choice

2. Sixth month of civil year

3. Land parcels

4. Pleat, e.g.

5. Emperor of Japan, 1868-

1912

6. *Belted starman

7. Dark, as in movie

8. *Sweet galaxy?

9. Double reed woodwind

10. Grazing lands

11. Popular ‘60s drug

13. Virtual you, e.g.

14. Harvest what’s left

19. Gog’s partner

22. As opposed to sell

23. *In these days they thought

Sun revolved around Earth

24. Cruella de Vil’s Rolls-

_____

25. Little bird’s sound

26. One thousandth of a kilo-

gram

27. Turkish money

28. Sierra _____

29. Alleviated

32. Toothy tool

33. Short for Elijah

36. Summarize “in a

________”

38. Different shades of a color

40. “___ Which Way You Can”

41. Ancient Greek navy ship

44. When Cinderella wins

46. Make steady

48. Cut off

49. *Demoted planet

50. S-shaped molding

51. Traditional storytelling

52. Mummy’s home

53. Black and white cookie

54. Equals 16 oz.

55. Command: “At ____”

56. Put together

(answers on page...15)

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD: S T A R S  A B O V E

Celebration Singers Prepare For The Holidays
CRANFORD—Sean Berg,

director of the Celebration

Singers, and Tom Pedas, director

of the Children’s Choir, are

preparing for the presentation of

this year’s holiday show.

“Joys of the Season” will be

presented on Friday, Dec. 5 and

Saturday, Dec. 6, at 8:15 p.m. at

the Cranford Harvest Training

Center, 69 Myrtle Street.  Tickets

are $15 for adults and $10 for chil-

dren and seniors, and they can be

purchased at the door.  

The music for the holiday per-

formance will highlight traditional

choral selections such as “Hark!

The Herald Angels Sing”, “O

Holy Night”, and John Rutter’s

beautiful “The Very Best Time of

the Year”, as well as a rousing per-

formance of “Rise Up, Shepherd,

And Follow” by the adults.  

The children’s choir will sing a

variety of music including the

Schubert’s “Ave Maria”, “The

Greatest Love of All”, a Hebrew

song entitled “Ose Shalom” which

will feature Westfield violinist

Francis Wong, and “Jazzy Saint

Nick” featuring Nicholas Poulios

on the piano.  The young men’s

ensemble will sing a barbershop

arrangement of “Angels We Have

Heard On High”, as well as more

holiday favorites.

For more information, call

(908) 241-8200 or visit www.cele-

bration-singers.org.

Sean Berg, director of the Celebration Singers, prepares for this

year’s holiday concert.
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by Jonathan Tasini
This is one of those moments

when I feel like I live in la-la land.

It’s possible that I am insane,

stark-raving mad and delusional.

Either that or there is a staggering

moral obscenity underway in our

country. We have plenty of money

to fund what needs to be done—

but our political leaders, on both

sides of the aisle, seem unwilling

to go where the money is: the rich.

I know where Republicans stand

on this issue, but where in the hell

is the Democratic Party? I’ve writ-

ten this memo, which I invite you

to read—and if you think it’s

worth circulating, please do so. 

Rewrite it if you think you’ve

got a better way of laying out this

case: we need significantly higher

taxes on the rich NOW. We can

raise significant amounts of

money from the top one percent to

help the people of the country.

And, yet, we aren’t talking about

this. Not really.

It is wrong to focus on what

seems like a big-ticket number for

a short-term stimulus. We should

not exhaust the political capital

that seems to be floating around

the country to finally reverse years

of governing by people who are

incompetent and mean-spirited.

People are angry. They know they

have been robbed. But, we will

lose the long-term battle to re-

instill in this country a sense of

fairness if we focus attention on

short-term action. We have to

focus the people on this: the rich

should start shouldering a fairer

share of the dues we pay to live in

a functioning democracy.

While our country is disinte-

grating, the rich are hiding. They

are hiding behind their lobbyists

and the political leaders they

helped elect. They are hiding

behind a decades-long ideology

that paralyzes the political system

from being serious about what the

rich should pay. 

A recent op-ed by Robert Rubin

(a man who helped create the

financial mess we are in) and

Jared Bernstein, a progressive

economist, said this: “We both

agree that individual income tax

rates and other taxes for those at

the very top could be moved back

to the rates of the Clinton era.”

That is entirely absurd. That is

letting the rich off the hook. The

Clinton-era top rates only seem

high relative to the robbery that

took place before and after. I

understand why Rubin, a Wall

Street banker, says this. But, if this

is what progressives like Bernstein

are arguing for, then, they should

step aside and let a serious debate

take place.

The rich are killing people.

Yes, that is an over-the-top

statement. But, tell me, what else

would you say when:

People are dying, getting sick or

going bankrupt—millions of peo-

ple—because they have no health

care. And, yet, the rich aren’t pay-

ing their fair share to heal our

society and help fund a national

health care system (though, I

would point out that a single-payer

system would SAVE the govern-

ment money).

We are killing the planet. And,

yet, even our president-elect is

talking about investing a relatively

puny amount of money to save the

earth. We could do much more—if

the rich paid a fairer share.

Millions of people are living at

poverty level wages: 45 million

workers earn $10.21 an hour or

less; 24.5 percent of all workers

earn poverty level wages ($9.60 or

below); 10 percent of the Ameri-

can workforce, almost 15 million

people, earn $6.79 or less; and

33.3 % of black workers and 39.3

% of Hispanic workers earn

poverty level wages. We should

have full employment and the

government should be the employ-

er of last resort, guaranteeing

everyone a job. We could do

that—if the rich paid a fairer

share. States are reeling from big

deficits. In New Jersey, we have a

“liberal” governor who is cutting

education and health care.

If America went back to a more

progressive tax system, we could

have billions more—and it would

only need to come from the richest

one percent. 

Children could get a quality

education, teachers could get a

decent salary and people would

not get sick and die if only the rich

were paying their fair share.

We must win this fight first.

If we don’t win this fight, all the

individual programs and demands

we make will be gobbled up and

disappear, victims of a cowardly

political class and a self-centered

elite who seem only to care about

how much more money they can

grab. We need leaders to stand up

and say: Enough. Enough of the

robbery that has been blessed for

so many years by the political sys-

tem. We cannot afford that any-

more.

We want to hear from you. Letters to the editor will be published weekly on the editorial page, as space allows. All letters must be typed and must include a daytime telephone num-
ber at which the writer may be reached for verification. Letters should be as concise as possible. Letters to the Editor must be received by noon Friday to receive consideration for the
next week's issue. Holiday deadlines vary. Letters may be edited for clarity and space. Material published in this newspaper does not necessarily reflect the opinions of CMD Media, our
employees, or our advertisers.  CMD Media reserves the right to edit all letters for grammar, spelling, length and questionable content. Letters may be mailed to: CMD Media, 
1139 East Jersey Street, Suite 503, Elizabeth NJ 07201 or  e-mailed to CMDeditor@gmail.com.

editorial

Will Gov. Corzine decide not to

seek re-election and instead serve

in the Obama administration in

some capacity?  Will Chris

Christie decline to seek the gover-

norship or will he lose in a Repub-

lican primary?  A betting man

would say that Corzine and

Christie are the most likely candi-

dates to run in the general election

for governor of New Jersey a little

less than a year from now.  Given

this hypothetical scenario, one

thing is certain:  It will be a battle

of the titans. 

On the side of Gov. Corzine,

there is his near-infinite ability to

spend his own money to win re-

election.  He has the Democratic

powerbrokers and ground game,

including the unions, which have

the facility to mobilize massive

amounts of voters.  He also has

the benefits of incumbency,

including free publicity for the

rest of his term, wherever he trav-

els, whatever he says.   

In the other corner is Chris

Christie, a former Bush pioneer,

who has the capacity to raise sig-

nificant sums of money.  A corrup-

tion-busting crusader, Christie has

won accolades for his dedication

in helping to reduce illegal and

unethical political activity in the

State of New Jersey.  He brings

with him, not only an impressive

resume, but a gift for public

speaking that is sure to come in

handy in an election, as well as a

significant number of allies who

can be harnessed to be his ground

game in an election. 

Both potential candidates also

have significant skeletons in their

closet.  The governor has union

boss Carla Katz and emails

between them that have yet to be

disclosed to the public but likely

will be during the ensuing months.

He also has incredibly low

approval ratings for a first-term

governor and has made many ene-

mies in his short time in that pub-

lic office.  

Meanwhile, Mr. Christie helped

engineer a super-sized monitor-

ship for former U.S. Attorney

General John Ashcroft and his

firm, which has become the sub-

ject of Congressional hearings.

Mr. Christie also has a relation-

ship with outgoing President

George W. Bush, which is unlike-

ly to win him votes in a state

where Mr. Bush’s approval ratings

hover in the twenties. 

The hypothetical matchup of

Corzine v. Christie will be a bruis-

er.  Big money and big-time alle-

gations will help fuel an increas-

ingly bitter race.  Given the cur-

rent economic doldrums, which

are unlikely to improve over the

next year, voters will be angry and

looking for a scapegoat.  Will they

blame Gov. Corzine?  The Demo-

cratic legislature?  The policies of

then-former President George W.

Bush?  The answer will be the key

to predicting the winner of next

year’s gubernatorial race.   

My guess is that it will be an

incredibly tight contest but one

that Gov. Corzine ekes out, due in

large part to his financial advan-

tage.  What do you think? 
Michael M. Shapiro is an attorney

who resides in New Providence.  He
currently serves as the editor of The
Alternative Press, www.TheAlternative-
Press.com, New Jersey’s first all-online
daily newspaper serving Millburn/Short
Hills, Summit, New Providence, and
Berkeley Heights.  Contact Mike at
MikeShapiro@TheAlternativePress.com

AA Hypotheticall Corzinee v.. Christiee Matchup:
Battlee off thee Titans

BY

MICHAEL SHAPIRO

Shapiro
Report

I would like to introduce a wonderful 12-year-old that inspires and

epitomizes community spirit. Her name is Brielle, “The Holiday

Angel.”  She lives in Westfield. I met her through a mutual commu-

nity friend.  Without being asked, Brielle went on a mission of

mercy to several Westfield merchants, businesses, friends, and

neighbors soliciting donations for a community gift.  That 2007

community gift consisted of six Thanksgiving Baskets including a

box of chocolates for parents and toys for minimally 10 children,

including Bratz dolls, remote controlled cars.

We, The Chandler Avenue Community Coalition were the proud

recipients of this Holiday Angel’s gift.   Brielle and the coalition dis-

tributed the annual donations together, to the working needy in the

City of Linden.   The Chandler Avenue Community Coalition was

pleasantly surprised and impressed by the gift of this “Holiday

Angel” to perfect strangers and their families.  

This year Brielle chose another giving organization to benefit

from her community solicitations and generosity.  Our “Holiday

Angel” selected The City of Linden to receive eight bountiful

Thanksgiving Baskets for distribution to the working needy. 

Let me say this youngster’s actions, renews our faith that there are

more good children and parents than we see and hear about in the

media.  It touches the hearts of many that by the actions of Brielle,

“The Holiday Angel”, we dare to share in “The Audacity of Hope”.  

Dorothy Ford, President, Chandler Ave. Community Coalition 

Albert Haley, President, Union St. Block Assoc. 

Paul Capers, President, E. Henry St. Block Assoc. 

Patricia Traynham, President,  E. Blanke Assoc.  

Patrick Ayoung, President, Chandler Ave. Block Assoc. 

Helene Johnson, President, Chandler Ave. Block Assoc.

Thee Holidayy Angel
Om a Saturday afternoon in

November, I spotted Clark

Township’s DPW 2 1/2-ton

dump trucks hi-wheeling it

down Raritan Road at speed

limit (40 mph) with their cargo

of leaves. Some of the leaves

were accidentally dropping off

the trucks on to the county road

— us residents on county roads

experience a lot of litter from all

traffic, “we get no respect”.

The township’s 2008 budget

for leaf collection expense is UP

16 % grass collection expense is

DOWN 14%; Gas/Diesel

expense is UP 19%; Truck driv-

ers at time & half UP ?%

Clark collects all grass in the

township but collects only

leaves from non-county streets.

Let’s bag the leaves and save

some tax money, have the resi-

dents drop off grass/leaf bags at

the DPW lot and save more.

I’d laugh if I weren’t paying

such high taxes.

John Hoelzer

Clark

Thoughtss Onn 
Clarkk Leaff Collection

Wee Havee Plentyy Off Money.. Thee Richh Aree Killingg Us
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HIRE A WINNING TEAM TO HANDLE YOUR INJURY CLAIM!

Call 1-800-TEAM LAW®

Toll Free 1-800-832-6529 or Visit
WWW.TEAMLAW.COM

Se Habla Espanol www.teamlaw.com

Home & Hospital Visits • Transportation to Our Offices
Free Consultation • No Recovery/No Fee

Elizabeth
Irvington
Jersey City
Summit
New
Brunswick
Newark

Orange

Perth Amboy

Plainfield

West New

York

Westfield

TOBIN REITMAN  GREENSTEIN
CARUSO WIENER KONRAY

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Falls • Work Related Accidents
Medical & Legal Malpractice • Employment Discrimination

Defective Products • Wrongful Deaths • Birth Defects
Construction Accidents • Workers Compensation

Defective Drugs & Medical Devices

Rahway
1743 St. Georges Avenue

732-388-5454

Additional offices in:

W e b s i t e :  w w w. p r i n c e a n d p o r t n o i . c o m

136 Central Ave., Clark, NJ 07066
732.396.8900

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Medical Malpractice

Municipal Court Matters
Social Security

Criminal Matters

PRINCE & PORTNOI, P.C

P r o f e s s i o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
Directory of

HIRE A WINNING TEAM
TO HANDLE YOUR INJURY CLAIM

Call 1-800-TEAM LAW®
or visit  WWW.TEAMLAW.COM

TOBIN REITMAN GREENSTEIN   
CARUSO WIENER KONRAY
1743 St. Georges Avenue - Rahway, N.J.

(732) 388-5454

� Small, Intimate Office
� Modern Equipment & Techniques
� Wonderful, Friendly Staff
� Personalized Care
� Oral Cancer Screening
� Tooth Whitening (Bleaching)
� Bonding/Veneers
� TMJ Therapy
� Implants, Crowns, Bridges, Dentures
� www.toothfairyfactory.com

General Dentistry
For The Whole Family

Children � Adolescents � Adults

Dr. Richard J. Olin
1129 Madison Avenue, Rahway NJ

732-381-8968

Since 1983

™ �Implants, CCrowns, BBridges
�Dentures

County Vo-Tech Students Raise
$80, 000 For Cancer Research

ELIZABETH – Three broth-

ers who ran the largest drug ring

in city history were each re-sen-

tenced to life in prison plus 100

years last week. An appellate

court ordered the re-sentencing

of the Fitzgerald brothers,

Dawud, 32, Dawshon, 30, and

Dawmeen, 29, who were con-

victed in 2005.

Superior Court Judge William

L’E. Wertheimer said the men

ran a sophisticated retail drug

network, from a house on Sec-

ond Street with doormen for

security. The Fitzgeralds had

their drugs stamped with their

own brand and attracted more

than 600 buyers a day.

“These men made more

money than they could imagine

spending,” Wertheimer said,

“stashing money in cribs, plastic

bags, dresser drawers.”

When the Fitzgeralds were

finally arrested in December

2002, police found about

$800,000 in cash inside dresser

drawers, safes, under sofa cush-

ions and in trash bags.

The brothers squeezed out

their competition by keeping

prices low, handing out free

samples and keeping a large

number of workers to keep the

supply of drugs steady. Although

they made millions, the Fitzger-

alds’ success ultimately did them

in by attracting the attention of

authorities.

Dawud Fitzgerald’s lawyer,

Ford Livengood, begged the

judge to reduce his client’s sen-

tence to give him a reason to

hope. 

“I have never lost hope,”

Dawud Fitzgerald told the judge.

“I am coming home to my fami-

ly. Me and my brothers know the

courts and everyone are in

cahoots to bring us down.”

Dawshon Fitzgerald said that

he would fight for freedom, all

the way to the U.S. Supreme

Court, because he “has not

received a fair hearing.”

The three brothers must serve

65 years before they can be eli-

gible for parole.

Brothers Who Ran City’s Largest
Drug Operation Re-Sentenced

ELIZABETH—The Union

County Magnet High School

and the Academy for Allied

Health earned the 2008 High-

est Per Capita Fundraising

Award from the American

Cancer Society for their Relay

for Life event.

An overwhelming majori-

ty—approximately 70 per-

cent—of the student body in

the two schools participated in

Relay for Life, which raised

approximately $80,000. The

high schools are part of the

Union County Vo-Tech school

system. They raised the most

money per participant out of all

the high schools in the nation

involved in the fundraiser.

“This award is especially

meaningful because it shows

that our Vo-Tech students are

committed to a high level of

civic engagement, as well as to

academic excellence,” said

Freeholder Chairman Angel G.

Estrada. “These are two rela-

tively new schools, and the stu-

dents have forged a strong

community spirit in just a few

short years.”

“We at the Union County

Vocational-Technical School

District are extraordinarily

proud of the achievements of

these wonderful young peo-

ple,” said Dr. Thomas J. Bis-

tocchi, district superintendent.

“Their commitment to commu-

nity service is exemplary.”

In Relay for Life, teams

camp out overnight and taking

turns walking or running

around a track or path continu-

ously for up to 24 hours, to

raise money for cancer

research

The Academy for Allied

Health Sciences was founded

in 2005. Its first class will

graduate in June 2009. Magnet

High School, founded in 1997,

is winner of the Governor’s

School of Excellence Award. It

is a designated New Jersey Star

School, and a National Blue

Ribbon School.

ELIZABETH—The com-

munity is invited to join with

the members and friends of

The Elmora Hebrew Center in

a re-dedication ceremony in

honor of the center’s new pres-

ident and board members, as

well as a celebration of

Chanukah, on Sunday evening,

Dec. 14, at 5 p.m.

The evening will include a

delicious dinner with all the

trimmings, including potato

latkes and applesauce, for the

cost of only $25 per person.

Activities will also include

music, a special ceremony and

a “grab bag” of gifts brought

by guests (up to $5 per gift).

Reservations are required;

call Carole at 908- 353-1740.

The Elmora Hebrew Center is

located at 420 West End

Avenue, Elizabeth.

Celebrate Chanukah At
Elmora Hebrew Center



(HAMILTON) – A conflu-

ence of economic-related

events, combined with harsh

winter weather, could make it a

difficult season for car owners,

AAA Mid-Atlantic believes.

Nationwide, new car sales

hit a 17-year low in October,

continuing a months-long trend

that will pack roads with older-

model vehicles, perhaps more

so than at any time in recent

memory. Recent published

reports show that October 2008

total new car sales in the United

States fell to about 838,000

from 1.23 million in 2007 – the

lowest number since 1991

(source: Autodata Corp.)

Add to those dismal numbers

two trends that AAA Mid-

Atlantic has been tracking:

• Deferred Maintenance
Many repair shops, including

AAA’s Approved Auto Repair

facilities, are reporting a signif-

icant percentage of customers

unwilling to spend money on a

vehicle until something falls

apart or the car breaks down. 

• Fewer Repair Facilities
Closing auto dealerships,

which is where many motorists

have their vehicles serviced.

NADA, the National Automo-

bile Dealers Association, is pre-

dicting between 700 and 1,000

dealership closings nationally

by the end of 2008, represent-

ing almost five percent of the

nation’s 20,000 outlets. NADA

says about 430 closed last year. 

There is also a likelihood

that motorists with leased vehi-

cles – pinched by the slowed

economy and therefore with

fewer dollars to spend - will

ignore or put off the regular

maintenance schedule called

for by vehicle manufacturers,

according to AAA.

“New car sales have been

down drastically, which means

we have older cars on the

roads,” AAA Mid-Atlantic

spokesman David Weinstein

said. “Repair shops report cus-

tomer reluctance to repair

something unless it’s complete-

ly failed. Dealerships where

motorists were repairing their

cars are closing. This is a poten-

tial recipe for a winter of car

troubles.”

But it doesn’t have to be.

To combat this, AAA Mid-

Atlantic held numerous Octo-

ber Car Care Events in five

states, providing free 38-point

inspections for nearly 200

motorists. These are the types

of regular check-ups that

motorists need to continue to

have leading up to and through-

out the winter. These check-ups

help ensure that freezing tem-

peratures and other harsh

weather doesn’t sideline a car

needlessly.

Motorists can receive a free

38-point inspection at AAA’s

Approved Auto Repair Shops

with any paid service such as an

oil change or tire rotation.

“Snowy, icy, freezing weath-

er is notoriously without sym-

pathy for car owners’ budgets,”

Weinstein said. “We’re watch-

ing this nervously. Every

chance we get, we recommend

that motorists continue to take

care of their vehicles, particu-

larly older models. Regular

maintenance now can save you

money in the long run.”

To prepare for the harsh

weather that winter always

brings, AAA suggests motorists

take the following steps:

Check the Battery - Cold

weather is tough on batteries.

At zero degrees, a car’s battery

loses about 60 percent of its

strength, yet the engine needs

about two times more power to

start.  Even at a comparatively

mild 32 degrees, a battery is 35

percent weaker. Make sure the

battery terminals and cables are

securely attached and free of

corrosion. The battery can be

cleaned with a solution of bak-

ing soda and water. AAA rec-

ommends replacing a battery at

the end of its warranty. A load

test performed by a qualified

technician will help determine

if a car’s battery is strong

enough for cold weather starts.

Check the Tires - Tires that

are improperly inflated will

have less traction on slippery

roads. Make sure your tires and

your spare have the pressure

(PSI) recommended in your

Owner’s Manual. Look for tire

damage and excessive or

uneven tread wear. Be sure that

your tires have at least 1/8 of an

inch tread depth for best trac-

tion. Some tire manufacturers

recommend rotating tires every

6,000 to 8,000 miles and

replacing tires that are damaged

or excessively worn.

Belts & Hoses - Winter

weather also takes a toll on a

car’s belts and hoses, making

them more likely to break. Vis-

ibly inspect them for wear.

Replace glazed or frayed belts

or bulging hoses.

Use Antifreeze - Make cer-

tain cooling system antifreeze

is mixed with an equal portion

of water for maximum protec-

tion.  Flush out your radiator

and refill with a 50/50 mix at

least once every three years.

Keep it Clean - Road salt,

slush and grime are especially

hard on a car’s finish.  To help

prevent rust and paint damage,

keep cars washed and waxed.

A full or self-service car wash

makes the job easier when tem-

peratures are low.

AAA Mid-Atlantic is based in
Wilmington, Del., and serves nearly
four million members in New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Virginia and the District of Colum-
bia, with personal insurance, finan-
cial, automotive and travel services
through 53 retail branches, regional
operations centers and the internet,
at aaa.com.
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HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

EAR PPIERCING CCLINIC

• Sterile Procedure
• Gentle Technique
• Private Offices
• Follow-Up Care

ADULTS ALSO WELCOME

Professional Piercing Since 1965

SP E C I A L I Z I N G I N CH I L D R E N

148 Route 27 385 Chestnut St.
Rahway, NJ Union, NJ
732-382-6470 908-964-3999

MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Internal Revenue Service is

advising teachers and other

educators to save their receipts

for purchases of books and

other classroom supplies. They

will be able to deduct up to

$250 of such expenses again

this year, following recently-

enacted legislation.

The Emergency Economic

Stabilization Act (EESA) of

2008 reinstated the educator

expense deduction, which had

expired at the end of last year.

The deduction has been rein-

stated for tax years 2008 and

2009.  Expenses incurred any

time during 2008 may qualify

for the deduction, not just

those since the Act was signed

on Oct. 3.

“Many teachers dip into

their own pockets for class-

room supplies,” said Gregg

Semanick, IRS spokesperson.

“The reinstatement of this

deduction gives educators a tax

break this year and next year,

and we want them to have the

records they’ll need to claim it

on their returns.”

The deduction is available

to eligible educators in public

or private elementary or sec-

ondary schools. To be eligible,

a person must work at least

900 hours during a school year

as a teacher, instructor, coun-

selor, principal or aide.

An educator may subtract

up to $250 of qualified out-of-

pocket expenses when figuring

adjusted gross income (AGI).

This deduction is available

whether or not the taxpayer

itemizes deductions on Sched-

ule A.

Qualified expenses are non-

reimbursed expenses paid or

incurred for books, supplies,

computer equipment including

related software and services,

other equipment, and supple-

mentary materials that are used

in the classroom. 

The IRS suggests that edu-

cators keep records of qualify-

ing expenses in a folder or

envelope with a label such as

“Educator Expense Deduc-

tion,” noting the date, amount

and purpose of each purchase.

This will help prevent a missed

deduction at tax time.

The Economics Of Winter Car CareEducators Should Save Receipts
for Reinstated Tax Deduction



TRENTON – As a result of

the federal government’s annu-

al review of Medicare Part D

prescription plan costs, New

Jersey must move 40,000 Phar-

maceutical Assistance to the

Aged and Disabled (PAAD)

beneficiaries to lower-cost Part

D plans, Health and Senior Ser-

vices Commissioner Heather

Howard announced late last

month.

About 25 percent of PAAD

participants who are enrolled in

Medicare Part D will receive a

letter soon explaining changes

in their Part D plans for 2009.

Each year, the federal gov-

ernment sets a regional maxi-

mum it will pay for certain ben-

eficiaries’ Part D coverage.

Each year, PAAD beneficiaries

with higher-cost plans are

moved to less costly ones.

Most PAAD beneficiaries will

not have to take any action after

getting their letter, as PAAD

will handle the transition.

“We are going to make the

transition as seamless as possi-

ble as we move people into

more reasonably priced Part D

plans in 2009,” Commissioner

Howard said.  “PAAD partici-

pants should be assured that

they will continue receiving the

same level of prescription drug

benefits next year.  And they

will still only have to pay, at

most, $6 for covered generic

drugs, $7 for covered brand

name drugs,” Howard added.

Only PAAD participants in

stand-alone Medicare Part D

plans are potentially affected by

the move.

The PAAD program will

match beneficiaries with a

PAAD-approved Part D pre-

scription plan that best meets

their needs, based on prescrip-

tion drug use and pharmacy

choice over the past year.  Ben-

eficiaries will be automatically

enrolled in the new plan for

2009 unless they write or call to

the PAAD office within two

weeks to decline the enroll-

ment.

The following PAAD partic-

ipants are not affected by the

move:

• people with prescription

coverage through Medicare

Advantage HMO or PPO plans;

• anyone with employer- or

union-sponsored health cover-

age who has been notified by

their former employer that they

are prohibited from enrolling in

Part D (some State of New Jer-

sey retirees, for example);

• people with Part D plans

that PAAD will continue to

work with in 2009; and

• people who are ineligible

for Medicare. 

However, Howard cautioned

that there may be some people

with Medicare Advantage or

employer-sponsored prescrip-

tion coverage who will receive

a letter moving them to a stand-

alone Part D plan, even though

they are not eligible for that

coverage.

This may happen, for exam-

ple, if someone recently

switched from stand-alone to

managed care coverage, and

PAAD has not yet been noti-

fied.  Or it could occur if a ben-

eficiary did not inform PAAD

that their former employer noti-

fied them not to enroll in Part

D.

“You should call to the

PAAD program immediately if
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SCOTCH PLAINS – It’s

hard to eat, drink and be merry

when you suffer from acid

reflux. Heartburn occurs from

time to time, but if your heart-

burn is chronic, you may have

reflux.  

Gastroenterologist Prathibha

Chandrasekaran, MD, will dis-

cuss reflux and what’s avail-

able to help on Tuesday, Dec. 9

at 7 p.m. at the RWJ Rahway

Fitness & Wellness Center in

Scotch Plains. There is plenty

of time to ask questions after

her presentation.  

And the following week,

Tuesday, Dec. 16, family prac-

titioner Thomas Kowalenko,

MD, takes some of the mystery

out of fibromyalgia, an often

misdiagnosed disease. That

program is at 10 a.m. at the

center, located at 2120 Lam-

berts Mill Road in Scotch

Plains. 

Both programs are free and

open to the public. You don’t

have to be a member of the

center to participate. Get your

questions answered.  

To reserve your seat, call

732-499-6193 

For a complete list of the

center’s wellness programs,

support groups and special

programs, go to

www.rwjuhr.com and click on

Fitness Center.

STATE—New Jersey Blood

Services (NJBS) is on a mis-

sion to fill the shelves of New

Jersey’s hospitals with blood

before the holidays. At the

same time, music icon Bruce

Springsteen is on a similar

mission to fill the shelves of

the Community Food Banks of

New Jersey.

So when The Boss

talked…New Jersey Blood

Services listened.

They’re asking every donor

who saves a life by giving pint

of blood between Dec. 1 and

14, to bring a non-perishable

food donation to the blood

drive where they donate.  Food

donations will be accepted at

the following local drives:

• Dec. 7 at St. Genevieve

RC Church, 200 Monmouth

Road, Elizabeth from 8:30

a.m. – 2 p.m.

• Dec. 8 at First United

Methodist of Westfield, 1 East

Broad Street from 3:30-9 p.m.

You can call 1-800-933-

2566 or visit www.nyblood-

center.org to verify the date

and time.

NJBS, which supplies blood

services and products to 60

hospitals throughout the state,

says that that there is an even

greater need for blood during

the holiday season.

“Traditionally, blood collec-

tions drop during the holidays,

not only in New Jersey but

throughout the country,” said

executive director of NJBS,

Chuck Grossenbacher.

“Presently, hospitals are expe-

riencing a deficit in their blood

supply, and the need for RH

negative red cells has especial-

ly become a critical concern.”

He said that everyone has an

obligation to donate blood, at

least once a year, provided

they meet the qualifications.

Eligible donors should be

17 years of age, weigh 110

pounds, in generally good

health and show signed or

photo ID. Donors over 75

years of age can also donate

with a note from their physi-

cian.

“Nationwide, 60% of the

population is eligible to donate

blood, yet in New Jersey only

2% actually give,” Grossen-

bacher noted. “Aside from

donating blood, we’re asking

our donors to join in our mis-

sion to help the Community

Food Banks of New Jersey in

their mission to feed the hun-

gry. Donate a pint of blood and

bring a non-perishable food

item to the drive to donate to

the food bank. It’s the season

of giving. Please do your part

to help save lives.”

For questions of medical

eligibility, or to locate a drive

in your area, call 1-800-933-

BLOOD (2566). You can also

visit www.nybloodcenter.org.

RAHWAY – If you are a car-

ing person with strong motiva-

tional skills, consider becoming

a volunteer at the new Joint

Replacement Center at Robert

Wood Johnson University Hos-

pital Rahway. 

The hospital is seeking vol-

unteers to support those who

have had hip and knee replace-

ment surgery. Volunteers help

alongside the professional staff,

serving as one-on-one “coaches”

during a patient’s group activi-

ties.  

Volunteer assignments are

one day per week. They can be

in the morning from 8:30 a.m. to

12:30 p.m. or the afternoons

from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.,

Monday through Thursday.  

If you are interested in learn-

ing more about the program, call

the Volunteer Services Depart-

ment at 732-499-6033 or 6038

or email

hgoldberger@rwjuhr.com.  

Robert Wood Rahway is a

265-bed community hospital

located at 865 Stone Street, Rah-

way.

Area Physicians Address Reflux, Fibromyalgia

PAAD Participants Notified Of Changes
In 2009 Medicare Part D Coverage

Volunteers Needed For New
Joint Replacement Center

(continued on page...15)

Blood Donors Also Asked To
Contribute To NJ Food Banks
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2124 East St. Georges Avenue • Linden, New Jersey Tel: (908) 352-9190
Jacob W. Krowicki, Jr., Manager N.J. Lic. No. 2424 • Jeffrey B. Krowicki, Director N.J. Lic. No. 4011

The Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home, located at 2124
East Saint George AVenue, Linden has again offered their
families a personlized glass angel keepsake ornament in
the memory of their loved one. The deceased’s name, date
of birth and date of death has been placed on each orna-
ment.

The funeral home has sent letters to families that reads as
follows: “During Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Baby
Jesus. Let us not be sad when reminded of a loved one’s
absence, but celebrate their birth into eternal life.”

Our Christmas Tree Of Remembrance is dedicated to everyone we have
served during the past year and will be displayed in the funeral home during
the month of December. We invite our families to come in and accept their
ornament. If you would like further information please call us at (908) 352-9190.

Wishing you a Blessed Holiday Season
The Krowicki Family

Krowicki McCracken Funeral Home

Where to get the..

P A T R I O T
From the Publisher of New Jersey’s Oldest Weekly Newspaper!

News Record
New Jersey’s Oldest Weekly Newspaper – Serving Union County Since 1822

oorr

In Clark

In Elizabeth

Clark Lunchbox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1019 Raritan Road

*Clarkton Plaza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Raritan Road

O’Johnnies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .170 Westfield Avenue

Rotondos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1040 Lake Avenue

Pantry One Food Mart  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440 Lake Avenue

* Shop Rite  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .865 West Grand Street

Union County Courthouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 Broad Street

In Linden
Fiesta Grande Deli & Grocery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .W. St. George Avenue

Linden Food Mart  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .North Sties Street

Linden Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31 East Henry Street

Linden Pathmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .651 North Stiles Street

Linden City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .301 North Wood Avenue

In Rahway
Beverly’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1413 Main Street

D. Rosen Confectionary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .527 West Grand Avenue

Dembling’s Supermarket  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .736 West Grand Avenue

G + B  Variety  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .960 St. Georges Avenue

Garden State News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1457 Irving Street

Grand Avenue Grocery  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .449 West Grand Avenue

J + J Food Mart  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .497 West Scott Avenue

Krauzsers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1100 St. Georges Avenue

*Post Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123 East Milton Avenue

Quik Buy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .370 St. Georges Avenue

* Rahway Hospital  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .865 Stone Street

* newspaper box located outside of business

To sell the News Record/Patriot
in your store, call 732-574-1200CMDmedia

Mr. Aaron “AG” Gullette, a

carpenter with United Brother-

hood of Carpenters and Joiners

of America, Local Union 155 of

Cranford, died suddenly on

Nov. 24 at the age of 30. 

Mr. Gullette, a resident of

Elizabeth, will be greatly

missed by his loving and devot-

ed parents, Hosie Gullette and

Christine Hall; his brothers,

LaMar Davis and Hosie Jr.,

Terence and Daryl Gullette;

two sisters, Angela Curry and

Janae Gullette; his loving com-

panion, LaShaDeer Venable,

and a host of other loving rela-

tives and very close friends.

Aaron Gullette, 30
Lived in Elizabeth  

Angelika (Petkus) Eppright

of Rahway died Monday, Nov.

24, at home with her family by

her side. She was 69. 

Born in Klaipeda, Lithuania,

Mrs. Eppright came to the

United States in 1956, settling

in Hoboken, where she lived

for 12 years before moving to

Rahway 40 years ago. Mrs.

Eppright was a lineworker for

Boyle Midway in Cranford for

13 years and Frigidare in Edi-

son for 17 years before retiring

in 2002. She was a member of

the St. Peter and Paul R.C.

Church in Port Elizabeth. She

was predeceased by her first

husband, Jouzas Prapuolenis,

in 1988. 

Surviving are her husband,

Merritt J. Eppright; three sons,

Kaz G. of Hollywood, Calif.,

Vincent K. of East Windsor

and Thomas V. Prapuolenis of

Edison; one daughter, Laima

Prapuolenis of North

Brunswick; one brother, Alex

Petkus of South Carolina; three

sisters, Ruth Kasauskas and

Kristina Vasilakos, both of

Edison, and Linda Sem-

chyshyn of Linden; one grand-

daughter, Danielle, and one

great-grandson, Aiden.

Angelika Eppright, 69
Lived in Rahway

Barry J. Davis, 53, of Linden,

died on Tueday, Nov. 18, at

home. 

Mr. Davis was the supervisor

of the Bio Medical Department

at Overlook Hospital in Summit

for over 27 years and was vice

president of the Look Beyond

the Eyes Organization for the

Blind. 

Surviving are his brothers,

Russell Davis Jr. (Lynne) and

Norman Davis; nieces, Ebony

and Ashante Davis; his god-

mother, Zita Franklin Kelly, and

special friend, Pamella Munson.

Barry J. Davis, 53
Linden resident  

Mrs. Evelyn Yancey, 73, of

Linden, died on Nov. 22, in Rah-

way. 

Mrs. Yancey worked for the

Elizabeth Housing Authority

and the IRS. She was trustee,

usher, church clerk and Sunday

school teacher at White Rock

Baptist Church in Linden. 

Surviving are a daughter, Toni

Cuyler (Chester Leon); three

sons, David, Leonard Michael

and Curtis (Stephanie) Yancey;

one sister, Mamie Blassingame;

12 grandchildren; 13 great-

grandchildren; sisters-in-law,

Lorraine Wakefield and Georgia

Ann Wakefield; brother-in-law,

Angus Williams and god-sister,

Rachel Adisa.

Evelyn Yancey, 73
Worked For Elizabeth Housing Authority 

Mable Gibson, 84, of Eliza-

beth died on Nov. 23. 

Mrs. Gibson was an Eliza-

beth schoolteacher for 42

years, specializing in reading. 

Surviving are her loving

husband, Jesse A. Gibson; one

brother, Carl Fullwood, and a

host of other loving relatives

and dear friends.

Patricia Beadle (nee Markey),

82, of Cranford died peacefully

at her home on Nov. 26. 

Born on July 11, 1926, and

raised in Cranford, Pat was one

of seven children. She is sur-

vived by sisters, Mary Joan and

Eileen, and brother, James. She

graduated from Cranford High

School in 1944 and went on to

St. Elizabeth’s School of Nurs-

ing, where she graduated in

1947. She continued in the pro-

fession for the next 60-plus

years, the last 40 as an ER nurse

at Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth. 

Pat married her high school

sweetheart, Edward Beadle, in

1947 and lived in Cranford,

where they raised their five chil-

dren, Edward Jr., Patricia,

Thomas, Cathleen and James, 12

grandchildren and one great-

granddaughter.

Patricia Beadle, 82
Trinitas Hospital nurse

Victor Pileggi, 58, of North

Miami Beach, Fla., died on Oct.

29 at Aventura Hospital, North

Miami, after a brief illness. 

Born in Elizabeth, Mr. Pileggi

was raised in Linden. He attend-

ed Linden High School, served

his country in Vietnam with the

U.S. Marine Corps as a sergeant

and moved to Florida in 1986. 

Surviving are his parents,

Ralph and Mary (nee Croteau);

his brothers, Ralph Jr. and Ken-

neth; his daughter, Nancy, and

granddaughter, Stephanie Ann,

of Middletown; his son, Victor

Jr. of Keyport; and his lady

friend, Diane Singerline, of

North Miami Beach, Fla.

Victor Pileggi
Vietnam veteran

Mable Gibson
Taught in Elizabeth



PT Admin Asst in Real Estate
office in Rahway. Mon, Wed,
Fri  12-6 pm / Tues & Thurs
12-3 pm. $10/hr. Computer
skills a must. Fax resume:
732-574-0173 12/5

Are you seriously looking
for a lucrative business
you can start today? Not
MLM. Free 2 min. msg.
1-888-454-2057 12/4

ELiz. -Estate Sale - 157 Elm
St.,Elizabeth. Every week-
end thru December. 908-
355-5319 or 908-966-6934
12/26

Big Indoor Flea Market
Roselle Catholic High School
Raritan Road. Dec. 6, 9-4 12/1

8 Holiday magazines from
1949 - $10 (908) 353-5049 12/12+

Bedroom set, $99 (908) 474-
9667 12/12+

5 Sterling Silver collector
spoons - $52 (908) 353-5049 12/5+

Health & Beauty aids and
Household cleaners, 50% off
retail. $1-$5 (941) 525-6702
12/5+

One DC Poolcue, 52” - $7
908-862-4585 12/5+

Long Handle Ax, Sledge -
$10 each. 908-862-4585 12/5+

Central Air, 3-ton outside
condensor unit. $99.00
732-566-2945 12/5+

Dishwasher, under-counter
type. $75 (732) 566-2945 12/5+

Stove, 30 inch electric, white.
Good shape. -- $99.00 
(732) 566-2945 12/5+

Piano for Sale $500 Good
Condition 732-388-7479 TFN

$100 telescope for $25
(732) 340-1980 TFN

All real estate advertised herein is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise "any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
national origin, or intention to make any
such preference, limitation or discrimina-
tion." We will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in viola-
tion of the law. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised are
available on an equal opportunity basis.

WELLS HOME IMPROVE-
MENT Additions-Bathrooms-
Kitchens-Wood Decks All
types of carpentry work 
732-396-8567 tfn

Roman Home Improvements
Experienced in all phases of
Carpentry, Remodeling,
Rebuilding, Plumbing, Painting
and more! Free Estimates.
732.680.9626 tfn

CORONA CONSTRUCTION
CO., INC "Home Improvements
since 1954" Remodeling,
Roofing, Repairs, Windows,
Additions, Decks. 732-388-
5490; 732-382-1844 tfn

HOME SERVICES

MISC.

REAL ESTATE

GEN. MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE

FLEA MARKETS

ESTATE SALES

AUTOS FOR SALE

FOR SALE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

JOBS

it ’s in the classifieds
CALL 732-574-1200 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

wewe
acceptaccept

*Limit One per Coupon

Classified

Display Box Ad

$25.00 
per column inch

Classif
ieds!Get Results with 

CMD Media
DEADLINE

Monday 
at noon

CLASSIFIED RATES:
$12.75 For First 3 Lines

$4.50 Each Additional
# of Lines: 3 4 5

Weeks
1 12.75 17.25 21.75
2. 25.50 34.50 43.50
3. 38.25 51.75 65.25
4. 51.00 69.00 87.00
5 63.75 86.25 108.75
6 76.50 103.50 130.50
7 89.25 120.75 152.25
8 102.00 138.00 174.00

All ads are payable in advance and can be placed by phone or by mail.
Mail classified ads to 

CMD Media Classifieds Dept., 1139 East Jersey St., Suite 503, Elizabeth NJ, 07201

Check method of payment:
___Check   ___ Personal Check 
___Visa      ___ Master Charge   
Credit Card No._________________
Expires________________________
WOW....WHATT AA DEAL!
Please Run My Ad In 
The Next Available Edition:
under the category ________________
for ______________________ weeks.   
Total Payment $_______________

Call 732-574-1200 

Minimum
$12.75

Minimum
$12.75

$12.75

$17.25

$21.75

YOUR AD WILL RUN IN ALL 5 OF OUR PUBLICATIONS
• Atom Tabloid Citizen-Gazette,

• Rahway News Record • Elizabeth News Record 
• Linden News Record • Clark Patriot 

Name
Address
City / State / Zip
Phone

Saliga & Markey
Real Estate, Inc.

732-574-3800
www.SaligaMarkey.com

Open House Sat. 11/29
643 W. Scott $289,900.

Lovely 3BR home with newer
roof, siding, windows, garage
& more. St. Georges Ave. to

W. Scott

Homes for Sale ~ RAHWAY
1959 Bond St. $245,000

2/3 BR colonial with lots of
potential! Great Price ~

Close to Merck. Call Sherley
– 848-250-6361

722 Central Ave. $274,900
2-3 BR 2 Bath cape close to

all schools. Great area,
Great Price!

740 Hemlock St. $359,000
Reduced! 

Well kept 3 BR 1.5 BA Split.
Large rooms; large yard.  

162 Rudolph Ave. $339,000
Reduced! 3BR Split. New

bath,h/w floors. Great home
in great area.

1238 Whelan Pl.  $249,500.
2 BR 1.5 BA Ranch. Owners

moving ~ Present offers!

54 W. Cherry St.   $239,000
Bright & airy, 2BR Condo
with high ceilings. Across

from NYC train! 

MULTI-FAMILY – RAHWAY
212 Central Ave - $399,000.

5 – 1BR units close to all.

RENTALS – RAHWAY
1423 Irving St. – Hotel Indigo 

1-2 BR Condos 
across from NYC train. 

From $1,675. per month 
Call Lisa – 732-983-1909

CMD Media Classifieds Dept., 
1139 East Jersey St., Suite 503,

Elizabeth NJ, 07201

CMD Media, 1139 East Jersey St., Suite 503, Elizabeth NJ, 07201

www.carjunky.com

Let’s

Go!

Absolute highest value

PLEASE
DONATE

CARS/TRUCKS/BOATS

Fight

CHILDRENS
CANCER
Same-Day Free Tow

TAX DEDUCTIBLE
IRS Forms Given At Pickup

732-382-8060
NJ Charity # CH1457600 •

www.childrenscharities.com

YYoo uuu  nn eevvee rrr  kk nn oowww  wwhh aatt
yyoo uu ’’ll lll  ff ii nn dd .. .. ..
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

RESIDENTIAL RREPAIR
SERVICE

• CCustom DDecks •• PPatios
• BBaths && Kitchens (Plain oor FFancy)
• RRoofing •• SSiding •• WWindows
• CCarpentry •• AAlterations •• RRepairs
• WWaterproofing SSystems
• PPlumbing && Electrical DDamage RRepair
• AAll TTypes oof MMasonry && Repair

SR. DDISCOUNTS —— Will BBeat AAny WWritten EEstimatee

732-5548-88282 Free EEstimates
Fully IInsured

NJ Lic. ## 11357

Free
Insurance
Estimates

Quality WWork
at rreasonable pprices www.insuranceloss.com

All ccalls
promptly
returned

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WELLS HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
• Additions
• Bathrooms
• Kitchens
•Wood Decks

All Types of
Carpentry Work

732-396-8567

HANDYMAN SERVICES

DCAP

• Flooring
• Painting / Wallpaper
• Powerwashing
• Decks
• Driveway Sealing
• Carpentry
• Gutter Cleaning
• Etc....

“No Job Too Small”

HOMEE SERVICES

732-570-4289
Handyman - Lis/Reg #13VH04368000

Fully Insured • Discount Rates

PLUMBING

732-382-9002
Fully Insured
Thomas E. Flanagan
Plumbing License Number 9377

NO JOB TOO SMALL

FLANAGAN’s
PLUMBING

An 8-week run in our Service Directory is
available for the low price of $185 & up!

CONSTRUCTION

CORONA
CONSTRUCTION
Art & Hank Palumbo
Home Improvements since 1954
• Homes

• Additions

• Roofing

• Windows

• Decks

• Repairs

• Remodeling

“Theree iss noo substitutee
forr quality”

732-388-5490
732-382-1844

H A N D Y M A N

Need a Nice
HANDYMAN

Call Gary
1-888-654-4279
• FFinished BBasements
• KKitchens
• BBaths
• DDoors

No Job Too Small
FREE Estimates
Licensed & Insured

HANDYMAN

732-602-1003

Introcasa
Lawn Service
& Handyman
Services

S

I

D

I

N

G

CISLO

SIDING
ALL TTYPES OOF

SIDING && WWINDOWS

ROOFING
F O R F R E E  E S T I M A T E

www.cislosiding.com

732-396-4343
FULLY IINSURED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

20 Years 0f Quality Service

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

DISCOUNT
PAINTING

any
Interior

908-380-7347

Pre Season Special

Residential & Commercial
Over 10 Years Experience

Fully Insured

$$$ 22 55 00 Off 

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg iinn
�� Additions
� Add-a-Level
� Decks

732-738-1140

Kidd - Keller
Construction, LLC

Affordable pricing 
all the time!

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

...and all other phases
of Home Improvements

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Roman Home
Improvements
Whatever your house needs, 

we can do it!  

732.680.9626
For Superior Craftsmanship call:

Experienced in all phases of 

and much, much more! 
Free Estimates

• Carpentry
• Remodeling
• Rebuilding
• Moldings

MASONRY

MIKE SCHMANKO
MASON CONTRACTOR
Commercial & Residential

• Steps • Porches
• Concrete Specialist

• Driveways  • Sidewalks
• Brickpavers

• Retaining Walls
• Basement

Waterproofing
Family Owned & Operated

For Over 40 Years
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

(732)541-6829

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

LANDSCAPING

R & R Landscaping
�Landscaping
�Design
�Lawn Maintenance
�Snow plowing & Removal

Free Estimates 
Raphael Rivituso – Owner

(732) 381-8012
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buyout.

The cuts may cripple the

newspaper’s ability to provide

the depth of state and local cov-

erage it was once known for.

The Trenton Bureau that won

the paper a Pulitzer Prize in

2005 lost seven of eleven mem-

bers and all but one editorial

board member had taken the

buyout.

As resources for news gath-

ering become more scarce,

observers say it is odd to see a

veteran reporter performing

clerical tasks.

Says blogger and govern-

ment critic John Bury of Kenil-

worth, “I’ve often complained

about Union County coverage

but whenever there’s an inter-

esting or useful story about

some city in the county it’s usu-

ally under (Jason Jett’s) byline.”

The political news website

InTheLobby.net calls the case

“a head-scratcher” and asks,

“Are they being sent a mes-

sage? And if so, what?”

Among Jett’s last articles

published in the Star-Ledger
was an expose of nepotism in

Union Township that revealed

the connection local political

hijinks and the county govern-

ment, which has fallen under

the dictatorial control of a few

key power brokers.

JJeetttt  SSeenntt  TToo  MMaaiill  RRoooomm
(continued from page...5)

WATERPROOFING

W E T
B A S E M E N T ?

•FRENCH DRAINS &
SUMP PUMPS IINSTALLEDD

inside & out
•WALLS THOROSEALED

• LLEADER PIPES

DDISCHARGEDD TTOO SSTREET

1-800-786-9690
DE BEST

All work Guaranteed
Don’t Call the Rest, CALL

TREE SERVICE

IMMEDIATE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

7 3 2 - 6 3 4 - 9 0 3 8
W O O D B R I D G E

••  FIREWOOD••

Topping, Pruning, Removal, Chipping, Stump Removal,
Firewood, Woodchips, Landscaping, Land Clearing

RON 
CORDERO

JOHN 
HUTSON

SPECIALIZING IN: Industrial Lawn Maintenance • Sprinkler Repairs
• Landscaping • Snow Removal • Spring & Fall Clean-up

CONDO SPECIALIST

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

“GUARANTEED SERVICE • BEST PRICES”

STUMP REMOVAL 
CO. INC.

TREE SERVICE

BETTER
TREE SERVICE LLC

Office: 732-441-9200
Cell: 732-599-1710
Fully Insured / Free Estimates

Tree Removal & Pruning
• Storm Damage
• Stump Grinding
• Loader Work

& Topping
• FREE Wood Chips

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Weil McLain 
~ BOILERS ~

GMC Heating
& Cooling Products

• Custom Bathrooms
• Plumbing  ( Lic #11778 )
• Hot Water Heaters
• Heating & Central Air Conditioning
• Gas Boilers • Oil Boilers
• Warm Air Furnaces

• Oil to Gas Conversion
• Heating Systems Cleaned & Serviced
• Sheet Metal Fabrication
• Electronic Air Cleaners • Humidifiers
• Drains & Sewer Lines Cleaned
• Sewer Camera & Video

Available upon request

SAL D’ADDARIO PLUMBING,HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING CONTRACTORS, INC.

Serving Union, Middlesex, For Over 63 Years

RESIDENTIAL
• SALES

• SERVICE

732-396-8764
*Most Major Credit Cards Accepted

ROOFING

— SPECIALIZING IN —

Flat Roofing Repairs,
Shingles, Slate,

Chimney Reflashing,
Built-In Gutters

Also Install
Chimney Cap

No Job Too Small

732-541-6407

CARTERET
ROOFING Inc.

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!

Well....not FREE,
but you can RENT
this space for 8
weeks at the low
price of $185 .00!
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you get this letter and must decline the enroll-

ment so you can keep your managed care or

employer coverage.  The letter will give you

instructions for doing that,” the commissioner

said.  “Otherwise, if you have managed care cov-

erage, you will be moved to a stand-alone plan.

If you have employer-sponsored prescription

coverage, you could lose your health benefits.”

In New Jersey, people on PAAD receive com-

prehensive prescription benefits through both

PAAD and federal Medicare Part D.  The PAAD

program coordinates benefits and pays partici-

pants’ Part D premiums.  All people in PAAD

enjoy the same level of benefits, no matter which

Part D plan they have.

The 40,000 PAAD participants must move to

lower-cost plans next year as a result of the fed-

eral government’s annual review of Part D pre-

mium costs.

The federal Centers for Medicare and Medic-

aid Services (CMS) pays the Part D premiums

for certain low-income people nationwide,

including those on Medicaid.  Each year, the pri-

vate insurance companies offering Part D plans

must submit new bids to CMS detailing each

plan’s coverage and premium costs for the next

calendar year.

Each year, CMS sets a regional maximum that

it will pay in premiums for low-income people.

For 2009 CMS has set New Jersey’s maximum at

$30.99 a month for standard plans.

New Jersey will follow the federal policy for

all PAAD participants.  As a result, the 40,000

PAAD participants with higher-cost plans must

switch to lower-cost plans.  About 80,000 partic-

ipants will not have to switch, as their premiums

are already less than $30.99 a month.  Another

28,000 are enrolled in Medicare Advantage pre-

scription drug plans and will not need to move.

PAAD participants who switch plans will

receive a new eligibility card from their new

Medicare Part D plan once the enrollment

process is completed.

For more information, call the PAAD hotline

at 1-800-792-9745.

PAAD Participants Notified Of Changes
In 2009 Medicare Part D Coverage

(continued from page...11)
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local news

Subscribe...

..and stay in
focus on all your
community news.

49%!By subscribin
g you can s

ave up to 49%
!

Yes! I want subscribe to the
1 year/52 issues for $15*
2 year/104 issues for $30*
3 year/156 issues for $40*
as a gift 1 year/52 issues for $15*

Please make checks payable to CMD Media and mail to:
“Subscription Dept.”, P.O. Box 1061, Rahway, NJ 07065.

Name
Street
City State Zip
Send Gift to:
Name
Street
City State Zip

News Record PATRIOT

* Union County subscribers only. Out-of-County subscribers, $50 per year.

Please allow
4-6 weeks for

your subscription
to be processed.

ELIZABETH – Police made

one of the biggest drug busts in

recent history last month when

they seized 23 pounds of mari-

juana with an estimated street

value of $175,000, authorities

said.

Four individuals were arrested

on Nov. 23, capping a month-

long investigation into a major

marijuana distribution network

in Elizabeth, police said. Earlier

in the month, the Union County

Prosecutor’s office announced

the arrest of more than a dozen

people who are accused of tak-

ing part in a large-scale heroin

distribution network that spread

across three counties.

Narcotics officers learned of a

large shipment of marijuana to

be delivered to a Third Avenue

address near Routes 1&9, police

said. The officers executed a

search warrant at the address

around noon. They seized 18

pounds of marijuana, $48,000 in

cash, a ledger for maintaining

records and various drug para-

phernalia, officials said.

Elizabeth Lt. William Pinho,

Sgt. Todd Kelly and Det.

Lawrence Smith were credited

with leading the investigation.

One of the suspected ringlead-

ers of the operation, Omar Fer-

nandez, 35, was arrested at the

home. Three other suspects were

arrested outside the building

when plainclothes officers who

were ready to execute the war-

rant spotted them leaving the

building with a large bag, offi-

cials said.

Marco Alvarez, 21, and Chris-

tian Collazos-Victoria, 22, both

of Elizabeth and Richard Castil-

lo, 21, of Linden, were arrested.

Police recovered five pounds of

marijuana and several thousand

dollars in cash when they made

the arrests, officials said.

The four defendants were

charged with possession of mar-

ijuana over five pounds with

intent to distribute, and posses-

sion within 1,000 feet of a

school, officials said. They were

each being held on $250,000

bail.

Police Seize 23 Pounds 
Of Marijuana, Arrest 4

UNION—Senior Durell

Dukes (Elizabeth) has been

tabbed as the Kean Athlete of

the Week following his final per-

formance in a Cougar uniform in

Kean’s ECAC Bowl appearance

on Nov. 22.

In his final career game,

Dukes finished with seven

catches for 93 yards and moved

his name to the top of three more

categories in the Kean record

book.  He broke the single sea-

son record for receiving yards

(985) and his 21-yard TD pass

was his 11th touchdown recep-

tion of the year to tie the single

season mark.  It was also his

14th total touchdown of the year,

the most in single season history. 

Dukes also became the pro-

gram’s all-time leader in receiv-

ing yardage, finishing with

2,684 yards in just three seasons

in a Kean uniform.  He upped

his single-season receptions

mark to 68 catches this year.  

Dukes Tabbed Kean 
Athlete of the Week

ELIZABETH – On Tuesday,

Nov. 11, while many Americans

were paying their respects to the

veterans who have sacrificed so

much for this great nation, the

Groundwork Elizabeth Green

Team, with support from the

city’s Department of Public

Works, dedicated several hours to

landscape and clean Wilson

Memorial Park located on

Newark Avenue at the most north-

ern point of Elizabeth.  

The group started the morning

off with cleaning and mulching

the first of the two planters fund-

ed by a grant from the New Jersey

Department of Transportation

Good Neighbor Landscaping Pro-

gram set in the middle of the park.

Trash and weeds were removed as

the planter was restored and

mulched by the Groundwork Eliz-

abeth Green Team, SkillsUSA,

including their president, Man-

soor Choudhry, and the City of

Elizabeth Department of Public

Works. After advancing to the

second planter, it became appar-

ent that the walls of the planter

had been destroyed in a recent

accident. 

Luckily, several students from a

college-level physics class were

available and they utilized the

loose bricks in a successful

attempt to restore the wall. There-

after, the planter was cleaned,

mulched and the group took some

pictures sitting on the rebuilt wall. 

Over the past three years, the

Green Team has been engaged in

various environmental projects –

nature guides, park and river

cleanups, plays for preschoolers,

and even a trip to Wisconsin for

Groundwork USA’s Youth Sum-

mit. However, their most recent

endeavor was appreciated by both

community and drivers alike. All

the while they were busy beauti-

fying the park, the group received

encouragement from community

members and drivers honking

Elizabeth Students Perform Community Service At Wilson Park  

Members of the Groundwork Elizabeth Green Team and their advisors pose for a photo sitting on

top of the re-built wall of a planter that had been damaged in an accident.

their gratitude. Under the supervi-

sion of Lilia Chaika, an advisor

for the SkillsUSA and Green

Team clubs and Jonathan Phillips

from Groundwork Elizabeth,

Wilson Memorial Park’s new

facelift was a complete success.


